(N = 143)
TABLE 3B    Cross-Fostering Analysis: Percentage of Adoptive Sons Who Are Registered Criminals
Is Biological Father Criminal?
Father Criminal?	Yes	No
Yes No	36.2% (of 58) 22% (of 219)	11.5% (of 52) 10.5% (of 333)
SOURCE: Table adapted from Hutchings and Mednick (1977).
in the Kingdom of Denmark from 1924-1947. Including the biological parents and adoptive parents gives us a population of over 70,000 individuals. The results shown in Table 3 are strongly supported by preliminary analyses of the data of the extended study.
I must caution that simply knowing that the adoptive father has been a criminal does not tell us how criminogenic the adoptee's environment has been. On the other hand, just a second after conception the genetic influence of the biological father is already complete. Thus, as we have arranged the cross-fostering table, it is not a fair comparison between environmental and genetic influences.
There are a number of other difficulties with the adoption method that should be pointed out. The adoption agency consciously attempts to match the biological and adoptive parents. The adoptive parents are informed regarding criminal behavior on the part of the biological parents. Results of this study in Denmark should not be casually generalized to other nations without careful evaluation. (See Mednick and Hutchings (1977) for further discussion of the limitations of the adoption method.)
A third adoptee project has been completed by Crowe (1975) in Iowa. This investigation found 41 female inmates of a reformatory who had22 percent) in those sons with criminal biological fathers.
